
 

St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church  
The Day of Pentecost , May 24,  202 6  

“Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful;  
and kindle in us the fire of your love.” 

Welcome 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship. 

The Parish of St. Mary the Virgin is a member of the Diocese of 
British Columbia and the Anglican Church of Canada. We are an 
inclusive and welcoming parish: the sacraments of the church 
(baptism, communion and marriage) are available to all people 
on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. As a parish we 
acknowledge with gratitude that we live, work and play on the 
traditional lands of the Lekwungen peoples. We commit ourselves, 
as a settler church and people, to continue with our First Nations 
hosts on the journey of truth-telling, healing, and reconciliation. 

The Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church 
for use as you arrive. It will be moved to the front of the church 
during the Offertory hymn and placed in a location where you 
may place your gifts as you come to receive Communion. Please 
also consider one of the other available means of giving regularly: 
electronic donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or monthly 
direct debit donations via the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance 
program - details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or on 
the website: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

Flower Dedications 
If you would like to schedule a Memorial Flower 

Arrangement at the next opportunity, please contact 
 Anne Underhill,  aunderhill@stmarysoakbay.ca 

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate
mailto:aunderhill@stmarysoakbay.ca


2 

10:00am Service 

From the Book of Alternative Services 

Minister of Welcome: Mary Lawrence 
Presider: The Rev’d Dyan Davison 
Preacher: The Rev’d Jacqueline Stober 
Eucharistic Minister: Karen Wilson 
 Tony Barlow 

Organist: Marianne Robinson 
Musicians:  St. Mary Singers 
Livestream: Gillian Barlow

Please note that this service is being broadcast live on the Internet. By att`ending in person, you are 
acknowledging and consent to the fact that the video images of you may appear online. 

In the service order, words set in bold italic type are said by the congregation. 

The Community Gathers Before God 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Hymn  Come, Ever Blessed Spirit, Come (251) 
1. Come, ever blessed Spirit, come, 

and make thy servants' hearts thy home; 
may each a living temple be, 
hallowed forever, Lord, to thee. 

2. Enrich that temple's holy shrine 
with sevenfold gifts of grace divine: 
with wisdom, light, and knowledge bless, 
strength, counsel, fear, and godliness. 

3. O Trinity in Unity, 
one only God and persons three, 
in whom, through whom, by whom we live, 
to thee we praise and glory give. 

4. O grant us so to use thy grace, 
that we may see thy glorious face, 
and ever with the heavenly host 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Centring Stillness 

Silence is kept. 

Collect of the Day 

God of wind and flame, send your life-giving Spirit upon your people: give fire to our words, 
strength to our witness and boldness to our proclamation of your wondrous work in Christ; who, 
with you and the Spirit, lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.  

Opening Prayers (1997) alt. 

The congregation sits 



 

The Story of Faith is Proclaimed 
A Statement on the Lectionary Readings 

Throughout Christian history, references to “the Jews” in scripture—particularly in John and Acts—have been used to perpetuate 
negative stereotypes and falsely assign blame for the death of Jesus. These references gloss over significant distinctions among 
religious leaders, such as Pharisees, scribes, and Sadducees, and obscure the fact that Jesus and his disciples were themselves Jews. 
As Christians, we confess and lament the history of anti-Judaism associated with these texts. We renounce the evils of violence 
and discrimination against Jewish people. We strive for mutual understanding, respect, and partnership with Jewish neighbors 
and commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation among people of all faiths. 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Numbers 11. 24-30, Bob Gill 

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy 
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25 Then the Lord came down in the 
cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy 
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
26 Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the 
spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the 
tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and 
Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ 28 And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of 
his chosen men, said, ‘My lord Moses, stop them!’ 29 But Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous 
for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his 
spirit on them!’ 30 And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp. 
Holy word, holy wisdom. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 104. 24-35b 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
 In wisdom you have made them all; 
 the earth is full of your creatures.  

Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number,  
 creatures both small and great. 
There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan,  
 which you have made for the sport of it. 
All of them look to you  
 to give them their food in due season. 
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You give it to them; they gather it;  
 you open your hand, 
 and they are filled with good things. 
You hide your face, and they are terrified;  
 you take away their breath, 
 and they die and return to their dust. 
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;  
 and so you renew the face of the earth. 
May your glory, O Lord, endure for ever;  
 may you rejoice in all your works; 
you look at the earth and it trembles;  
 you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;  
 I will praise my God while I have my being. 
May these words of mine please you;  
 I will rejoice in the Lord. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Reading from the New Testament Letters 1 Corinthians 12. 3b-13, Tony Barlow 

3 No one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say 
‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 



 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Hymn Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song (635) 
1. Like the murmur of the dove's song, 

like the challenge of her flight, 
like the vigour of the wind's rush, 
like the new flame's eager might: 
come, Holy Spirit, come. 

2. To the members of Christ's body, 
to the branches of the vine, 
to the church in faith assembled, 
to her midst as gift and sign: 
come, Holy Spirit, come. 

3. With the healing of division,  
with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
with the power to love and witness, 
with the peace beyond compare: 
come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Gospel John 20. 19-23 

Before the Gospel is read, the reader says: 

God is with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus according to John.  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Responding to the Word 

Sermon 

Anthem  Come Holy Ghost, Thomas Attwood 
Affirming our faith The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers for ourselves and the world Bob Gill 
The congregation stands, sits, or kneels. 

Come, 
renew the face of the earth. 
In your prayers this week remember those in need of healing and care, including Mary-Lou. In our diocese of islands and inlets pray 
for Anna, our Bishop; John, our Metropolitan; Chris, our National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop; and Shane, our Primate; for St 
Peter, Quamichan and their clergy; pray for the Diocese of New Westminster and Bishop John Stephens. In the Church further 
afield, pray for The Episcopal Church in the Philippines. Pray for the Faculty of the Canadian College of Performing Arts, and for 
the teachers of the Oak Bay Preschool.  

Peace 

The congregation stands 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. Alleluia! 
And also with you. Alleluia! 
Remaining in our places, we share signs of Peace with those around us. 



 

The Sacred Meal Is Shared 
For safety, the Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church for use as you arrive. It will be moved to the front of the 
church during the Offertory hymn and placed in a location where you may place your gifts as you come to receive Communion. 
Please also consider one of the other means of giving that do not require our volunteers and staff to handle cash and cheques: 
electronic donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or bi-weekly or monthly direct debit donations via our diocesan Electronic 
Collection Plate (details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or on the website: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

Offertory  Come Down, O Love Divine (645) 

1. Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

2. O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes, in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path 
 illuming. 

3. Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become my inner clothing; 
true lowliness of heart, 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with 
 loathing. 

4. And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till they become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling. 

Prayer over the gifts 

Father, by your Holy Spirit you keep the Church in unity and truth. As we break bread 
together, may we be one with Christ in faith and hope and love, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist The Church of England, Eucharistic Prayer A 
 with Preface for Pentecost 

The congregation remains standing, as they are able 

The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate
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The prayer continues until: 

Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels,  
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells,  
to proclaim the glory of your name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

(719) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The prayer continues until: 

and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
Silence is held 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Communion  

All are invited to receive Communion. 

The sacrament will be offered in both kinds (bread and the common cup) but be assured that in the Anglican Church of Canada it 
has always been our tradition that receiving only one of the elements is considered full Communion. Gluten-free wafers for 
communion are available. Please request it from the person who is distributing the bread. 

If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are also welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. This is signified by folding 
your hands across your chest as you approach the presider. 

Communion Music  Creator Spirit, By Whose Aid (641) 
1. Creator spirit, by whose aid 

the world’s foundations first were laid, 
come, visit every humble mind; 
come, pour thy joys on humankind; 
from sin and sorrow set us free, 
and make us temples worthy thee. 

2. O source of uncreated light, 
the Father’s promised Paraclete, 
thrice holy fount, thrice holy fire, 
our hearts with heavenly love inspire; 
come, and thy sacred unction bring 
to sanctify us while we sing. 
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3. Plenteous of grace, descend from high 
rich in thy sevenfold energy; 
make us eternal truths receive, 
and practice all that we believe; 
give us thyself, that we may see 
the Father and the Son by thee. 

4. Immortal honour, endless fame, 
attend the almighty Father’s name; 
the Saviour Son be glorified, 
who for the world’s redemption died; 
and equal adoration be, 
eternal Paraclete, to thee. 

We Are Sent into the World 

Prayer after Communion 

Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your Holy Spirit and 
opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: open our lips by your Spirit, that 
every tongue may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Community Notes   

Glory to God 

The congregation stands 

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 
to God, from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing  

Hymn  O Thou Who Camest from Above (624) 
1. O thou who camest from above, 

the pure celestial fire to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart. 

2. There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

3. Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
to work and speak and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up the gift in me. 

4. Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat, 
till death thy endless mercies seal 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

Dismissal 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, 
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 



 

Postlude   

The musical postlude is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can remember and give 
thanks for our encounter with God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. You are invited to use this time for reflection, 
remaining seated. 
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1701 Elgin Road, Victoria, BC V8R 5L7 
250-598-2212  •  info@stmarysoakbay.ca 

www.stmarysoakbay.ca 

 Interim Priest-in-Charge: The Reverend Jacqueline Stober 
  jstober@bc.anglican.ca 
 Incumbent: The Venerable Craig Hiebert (on sabbatical) 
 Priest Associate: The Reverend Dyan Davison 
  associate@stmarysoakbay.ca 
 Honorary Associate: The Reverend Dr John Macquarrie 
  jmacquarrie@stmarysoakbay.ca 
 Parish Administrator: Marianne McGahon, 250-598-2212 
  admin@stmarysoakbay.ca 
 Creative Coordinator: Sara Baker 
  creativecoordinator@stmarysoakbay.ca 

The Stewards of St Mary’s 
wardens@stmarysoakbay.ca 

 Rector’s Warden: Lorna Bampton, lbampton@stmarysoakbay.ca 
 Deputy Rector’s Warden:  Elizabeth Baldwin, ebaldwin@stmarysoakbay.ca 
 People’s Warden: Jane Anderson, janderson@stmarysoakbay.ca 
 Deputy People’s Warden: Amanda Bolt, abolt@stmarysoakbay.ca 
 Givings Secretary & Flower Dedications: Anne Underhill, givings@stmarysoakbay.ca 
Lyrics and Music of hymns reprinted with permission of OneLicense.net License #A-711821—Copyright Cleared Music for Churches and © 2003, ABC Music Co., 
all rights reserved. 
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