
         St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church  
Season of Creation - Week 3 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost - September 20, 2026 

“Let justice roll on like a river,  
righteousness like a never-failing stream!” Amos 5. 24 

Welcome 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship. 
The Parish of St. Mary the Virgin is a member of the Diocese of 
British Columbia and the Anglican Church of Canada. We are 
an inclusive and welcoming parish: the sacraments of the church 
(baptism, communion and marriage) are available to all people 
on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we.  
Land Acknowledgement, as a parish we acknowledge with 
gratitude that we live, work and play on the traditional lands 
of the Lekwungen peoples. We commit ourselves, as a settler 
church and people, to continue with our First Nations hosts on 
the journey of truth-telling, healing, and reconciliation. 
The Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church 
for use as you arrive. During the Offertory hymn the plate will be 
placed on the Altar where it will be blessed. Please also consider 
one of the other available means of giving regularly: electronic 
donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or monthly direct 
debit donations via the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance 
program - details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or 
on the website: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God  
and in Loving Memory of  

Robert George (Bob) Huxley and  
          Clifford & Stella Holdsworth, parents of Mary Huxley 

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate
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10:00am Service 

From the Season of Creation  

Minister of Welcome: Pat Taylor 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev’d Jacqueline Stober 
Eucharistic Minister: David Stewart 

Organist: Nathan Sood 
Musicians:  St. Mary Singers 
 

Please note that this service is being broadcast live on the Internet. By attending in person, you are 
acknowledging and consent to the fact that the video images of you may appear online. 

In the service order, words set in bold italic type are said by the congregation. 

The Community Gathers Before God 

Prelude  
Welcome 

Hymn  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven (381) 
1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

to his feet your tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
praise the everlasting King. 

2. Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our forebears in distress; 
praise him, still the same forever, 
slow to chide and swift to bless; 
alleluia, alleluia, 
glorious in his faithfulness. 

3. Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes: 
alleluia, alleluia, 
widely as his mercy flows. 

4. Frail as summer’s flower we flourish; 
blows the wind and it is gone; 
but, while mortals rise and perish, 
God endures unchanging on: 
alleluia, alleluia, 
praise the high eternal one. 

5. Angels, help us to adore him; 
you behold him face to face; 
sun and moon bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
praise us with the God of grace. 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you 

Centring Stillness 

Silence is kept. 

Collect of the Day 

God of Moses, who rained down bread on Israel’s wandering people: lead us to the food that never 
leaves us craving, but fills our whole humanity with life enough for all; through Jesus Christ, the 
true bread of heaven. Amen.  
The congregation sits 

The Story of Faith is Proclaimed 
A Statement on the Lectionary Readings 

Throughout Christian history, references to “the Jews” in scripture—particularly in John and Acts—have been used to perpetuate 
negative stereotypes and falsely assign blame for the death of Jesus. These references gloss over significant distinctions among 
religious leaders, such as Pharisees, scribes, and Sadducees, and obscure the fact that Jesus and his disciples were themselves Jews. 
As Christians, we confess and lament the history of anti-Judaism associated with these texts. We renounce the evils of violence 
and discrimination against Jewish people. We strive for mutual understanding, respect, and partnership with Jewish neighbors 
and commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation among people of all faiths. 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Exodus 16. 2-15, Sherry Armstrong 

2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us 
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’ 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether 
they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring 
in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’ 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the 
Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard 
your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?’ 8 And 
Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 
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morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are 
we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.’ 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.”’ 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12 ‘I have heard the complaining of 
the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have 
your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.”’ 
13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer 
of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.  
Holy word, holy wisdom. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 105. 1-6, 37-45 

 

Music by George Black, © 2000 Anglican Book Centre 

Give thanks to our God and call upon the holy Name; 
make known God's deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to God, sing praises to the Holy One, 
and speak of all God's marvellous works. R. 
Glory in the holy Name; 
let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice. 
Let us search for you and your strength, Ö God, 
Let us continually seek your face. R. 
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Let us remember the marvels you have done, 
your wonders and the judgements of your mouth, 
O offspring of Abraham yöur servant, 
O children of Jacob your chosen. R. 
You let out your people with silver and gold; 
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
Egypt was glad of their going, 
because you were afraid of them. R 
You spread out a cloud for a covering 
and a fire to give light in the night season. 
They asked, and quails appeared, 
and you satisfied them with bread from heaven R. 
You opened the rock, and water flowed, 
so the river ran in the dry places. 
For you, O God, remembered your holy word 
and Abraham your servant. R. 
So you led forth your people with gladness, 
your chosen people with shouts of joy. 
You gave your people the lands of the nations, 
and they took the fruit of others' toil, 
That they might keep your statutes 
and observe your laws. 
Hallelujah! R. 

Reading from the New Testament Letters Philippians 1. 21-30, Pauline Samoszynski 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share abundantly in 
your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
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striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only 
of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Hymn For the Fruit of All Creation (259) 

1. For the fruit of all creation, 
thanks be to God. 
For his gifts to every nation, 
thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
thanks be to God. 

2. In the just reward of labor, 
God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, 
God's will is done. 
In our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 

3. For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 

Gospel Matthew 20. 1-16 
Before the Gospel is read, the reader says: 

God is with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily 
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wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I 
will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to 
him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9 When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 
11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, “These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and 
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16 So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.’ 
The Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Responding to the Word 

Sermon 

Anthem Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise, Eric H. Thiman 
Affirming our faith The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, (+) the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers for ourselves and the world Pauline Samoszynski 
The congregation stands, sits, or kneels. 

Lord, in your mercy  
help us to be gracious to us. 
In your prayers this week remember those in need of healing and care, especially Kerry-Ann and Cameron. In our diocese of islands 
and inlets pray for Anna, our Bishop; John, our Metropolitan; Chris, our National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop; and Shane, our 
Primate; pray for the Deacons of the Diocese; pray for the Territory of the People, and Bishop Clara Plamondon. In the Church 
further afield, pray for The Anglican Church of Australia. Pray for the Staff of the Canadian College of Performing Arts, and for 
the teachers of the Oak Bay Preschool.  

Peace 

The congregation stands 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
Remaining in our places, we share signs of Peace with those around us. 

The Sacred Meal Is Shared 
For safety, the Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church for use as you arrive. It will be moved to the front of the 
church during the Offertory hymn and placed in a location where you may place your gifts as you come to receive Communion. 
Please also consider one of the other means of giving that do not require our volunteers and staff to handle cash and cheques: 
electronic donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or bi-weekly or monthly direct debit donations via our diocesan Electronic 
Collection Plate (details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or on the website: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

Offertory  Fairest Lord Jesus (619) 
1. Fairest Lord Jesus,  

ruler of all nature,  
O thou the Godhead’s human son:  
thee will I cherish,  
thee will I honour,  
thou my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 

2. Fair are the meadows,  
fairer still the woodlands,  
robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer,  
Jesus is purer,  
who makes the troubled  heart to sing. 

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate
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3. Fair is the sunshine,  
fairer still the moonlight,  
and fair the twinkling, starry host;  
Jesus shines brighter,  
Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast. 

4. All fairest beauty,  
heavenly and earthly,  
wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee;  
none can be nearer,  
fairer, or dearer  
than thou, my Saviour, art to me. 

Prayer over the gifts 

God, food of the poor 
Christ our bread 
Give us a taste of the tender bread from your 
creation’s table 
Bread newly taken from your heart’s oven 
Food that comforts and nourishes us 
A fraternal loaf that makes us human, 
Joined hand in hand 
Working and sharing 
A warm loaf that makes us a family 
A sacrament of your body 
Your wounded people. Amen. 

Psalms for life and peace – Paginas 

The Celebration of the Eucharist Second Eucharistic Prayer for the Season of Creation 
The congregation remains standing, as they are able. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God of all Creation. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
The prayer continues until: 

Repeat each line after the cantor:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord,'  
God of power and 'might,  
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Heaven and earth are full,'  
are full of your glo'ry.  

Blessed is the one who comes'  
in the name of the 'Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest,'  
hosanna in the high'est.     3x 

St Bride Setting, The Iona Community 
The prayer continues until: 

So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again 
The prayer continues until: 

through him, with him, in him  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honour is yours, Almighty Father,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
Silence is held 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Communion  

All are invited to receive Communion. 

The sacrament will be offered in both kinds (bread and the common cup) but be assured that in the Anglican Church of Canada it 
has always been our tradition that receiving only one of the elements is considered full Communion. Gluten-free wafers for 
communion are available. Please request it from the person who is distributing the bread. 

If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are also welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. This is signified by folding 
your hands across your chest as you approach the presider. 

Communion Music  Jesus Calls Us Here to Meet Him (59) 
1. Jesus calls us here to meet him 

as through word and song and prayer  
we affirm God’s promised presence 
where his people live and care. 
Praise the God who keeps his promise; 
praise the Son who calls us friends; 
praise the Spirit who, among us, 
to our hopes and fears attends. 

2. Jesus calls us to confess him 
Word of life and Lord of all, 
sharer of our flesh and frailness 
saving all who fail or fall. 
Tell his holy human story;  
tell his tales that all may hear; 
tell the world that Christ in glory 
came to earth to meet us here. 

3. Jesus calls us to each other: 
found in him are no divides. 
Race and class and sex and language- 
such are barriers he derides. 
Join the hand of friend and stranger; 
join the hands of age and youth; 
join the faithful and the doubter  
in their common search for truth. 

4. Jesus calls us to his table  
rooted firm in time and space,  
where the church in earth and heaven  
finds a common meeting place. 
Share the bread and wine, his body;  
share the love of which we sing;  
share the feast for saints and sinners  
hosted by our Lord and King. 

We Are Sent into the World 

Prayer after Communion 
Ruler of the universe, all creation yearns for its fulfilment in your Son. May we who have 
shared in holy things grow into maturity in him. This we ask in the name of the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Community Notes  
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Glory to God 

The congregation stands 

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 
to God, from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing  

Hymn  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken (388) 
1. Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
formed thee for his own abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
thou mayest smile at all thy foes. 

2. See! The streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint, when such a river 
ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
never fails from age to age? 

3. Round each habitation hovering, 
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a covering –  
showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus they march, the pillar leading, 
light by night and shade by day; 
daily on the manna feeding 
which God gives them when they pray. 

4. Saviour, if of Zion's city 
I through grace a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in thy name. 
Fading is the world's best pleasure, 
all its boasted pomp and show: 
solid joys and lasting treasure 
none but Zion's children know. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude   

The musical postlude is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can remember and give 
thanks for our encounter with God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. You are invited to use this time for reflection, 
remaining seated. 

Church of St. Mary the Virgin 
1701 Elgin Road, Victoria, BC V8R 5L7 

250-598-2212  •  info@stmarysoakbay.ca 

www.stmarysoakbay.ca 

Lyrics and Music of hymns reprinted with permission of OneLicense.net License #A-711821—Copyright Cleared Music for Churches and © 2003, ABC Music Co., 
all rights reserved. 
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